COLOMBIA BIRDING TOUR: Central Andes, Choco and Santa Marta (February 2013)
by Peter Hawrylyshyn (epna AT rogers.com)

LEADERS: Daniel Uribe, Birding Tours Colombia (daniel ATrdingtourscolombia.com,
www.birdingtourscolombia.conOscar Laverde (around Bogota) and Wally Naréajound Santa Marta).

PARTICIPANTS: Peter Hawrylyshyn (Canada) and Robert Lewis (Galih-USA).

OBJECTIVE: After our highly successful introductory birdinguitdast August, we decided to return to
photograph several specific endemic species whelhnwgsed, and also visit two additional importandibg
areas (Santa Marta and Cerro Montezuma).

LOGISTICS: During our trip we used full time 4x4’s privatetisport provided by our guides (Grand Vitara
and Toyota Land Cruiser) and special 4x4 taxigHervery rough conditions at Cerro Montezuma. V¢e al
used two domestic Avianca flights: a) Bogota-Peraind b) Cali-Barranquilla. Having now travelled th
infamous three roads at Las Tangaras, Cerro Momtazand Santa Marta - without a doubt, the wonsghest
road is at Santa Marta (Minca to El Dorado lod@ége road at Cerro Montezuma is a distant "secdmnat'|.as
Tangaras is most certainly the road with the mostarious land slide areas. A very pleasant swpvas the
efficiency of Avianca airlines on its domestic resit All our flights departed on time, never any laggage,
and no excessive waiting for luggage. Given thepeasive domestic air fares, this can greatly itatd
connecting between distant birding sites in Col@nbr example - the one hour flight from Bogot®&reira
would take 8-10 hours by car.

WEATHER: In general we were lucky yet again with the weatAéhough our tour had been planned to
coincide with the "dry" season, the "rains" hadtsthabout a week prior to our arrival in many aref
Colombia. We had periods of steady rain at se\s#ted - Chingaza, Montezuma, and Santa Marta. &tlyno
had a mix of sunny and cloudy conditions. Mornin§en started with clear skies, and clouds devel@sethe
day progressed, especially at higher elevationgevéietimes it was mostly overcast. It just proyetlagain
how unpredictable the weather can be in Colomhig&.0Berall, the weather did not restrict our biglin
objectives for the trip.

SITES:
Several sites which were visited last summer (Clmag\P,Los NevadosNP, and Rio Blanco), will not be
described again in this report

Laguna de Pedro Palo -The private preserve (4° 41' 8"N, 74° 22' 52"W, @®§, which is located about 45
minutes south-west of Bogota, is operated by thal lvater/utility company. Although a special perisi
required to visit the area around the lake itsalist of the important species can be seen along#tebefore
reaching the security gates. Pedro Palo has somhe ¢dst remaining tracts of oak forest near Bagehich
are the preferred habitat for the endeBliack Incas. The area is overall quite birdy and also a faieljable
site for Turquoise Dacnis, making it an attraceasly half-day trip from Bogota.

Otun-Quimbaya Sanctuary —With our arrival via Pereira, Daniel strongly sugtg we allow at least a half-
day for this site. The lodge (4° 43' 43"N, 75° 8@"W, 1872m) is an easy 1 hour drive from Pereira.
Accommodations are in small one bed rooms withhaape shower and toilet. Although far from luxurguhe
rooms were clean and the meals were very goodbiftieg along the trails and road past the lodge wa
excellent. Listening and watching the calls of Red-ruffed Fruitcrows an@auca Guansis reason enough to
visit.

Cameguadua Marsh -Although this was initially planned as an optiongit (time permitting), we ended up
spending almost a half-day because of the excdieding. The marsh (4° 59' 38"N, 73° 37' 2"W, 189Inear
Chinchina, which is again owned and protected kyldbal water/power company, has a large resewittir



adjacent wetlands and secondary forest. Besideshilnedant waterfowl and shore birds, the key taspeties
here was th&rayish Piculet. Definitely worth a visit in the early morning late afternoon.

Cerro Montezuma —This was the first of two key new destinationsfue trip.The lodge (5° 13' 49"N, 76° 5'
1"W, 1351m) which is on the very wet western slopthe Western Andes (Choco region) in Tatama NP, i
run by Leopoldina(Pola), her sister and five daaghtvho occupy the main building. Across the ralaere is
now a separate new building/cabin for guests (argeldouble bed room with WC, and 4 single bedrowitis
a shared WC and common area). There is also ad@&goguest area about 5 minutes from the main imgjld
The main birding areas are a 2 hr drive up the rteonmover very rough road conditions (previouslgthi
required horse). Given the location, the accommodstwere basic, but more than adequate. All thalsne
were outstanding (among the best we've had in CbiajnAs well, Leopoldina and her family were extedy
gracious hosts — everything from moving or chandeeglers/perches to the surprise birthday partg. bitding
here was outstanding, there were never any sabetgecns, and we wished we could have had bettaherea
and stayed longer.

KM 18 / Finca Alejandria— Km16 andKm18 are well known traditional birdingesitalong the highway from
Cali to Buenaventura. Although some other repoatgelsuggested that the birding in the area hasioletied
because of habitat destruction associated withtaaisn of “weekend homes” for Cali’'s upper clas®, were
pleasantly surprised by both the number and dityeo$ibirds seen (103 recorded species by the lpodge
FincaAlejandria is a small eco-lodge (3° 32' 2178, 36' 21"W, 1984m)about 30 minutes from Cali &nd
operated by Raul Nieto and his wife Elsa Ruiz. \tdgexd in a 3 bedroom villa about 50m directly abthes

main lodge which has just been acquired and isgo@inovated. Meals were excellent. The main attrastare
the variety of tanagers and hummingbirds cominthéar feeders, and the search for lihelti-Colored
Tanagerfound in the adjacent forests. The balcony feedkasnearby restaurant (Asadero La Cabafia) at Km
16 attracted twelve species of hummingbirds inclgdhe locally scarcBlue-headed Sapphire.

Santa Marta/Minca/ El Dorado —This was the second key, new destination for oprBven after all the
hype/build-up, we were not disappointed by theetsrof endemic birds. Minca is best seen as a lgtah
enroute to El Dorado lodge. The small tienda naiglvetween Minca and El Dorado lodge is the mdsthie
site for endemic Blossomcrown and Coppery Emegl@orado is justifiable the flagship lodge for Pxees
in Colombia, but the access road to the lodge finca and then on up to KennedyPeak is without tithd
roughest road we’ve driven in Colombia. Becaustemnumber of endemic “Santa Marta” species wharh c
be seen, a three-day stay is preferable.

PHOTOGRAPHS: galleries of photos from the trip can be found loa last page of the report.
ITINERARY:

February 15 - After mid-afternoon arrivals in Bogota, managed edate afternoon birding at El Venado del
Oro (The Golden Deer). Overnight at the MarriotgBta near the airport.

February 16 - Morning spent birding at Laguna Pedro Palo and &hie NR. Got caught in heavy afternoon
traffic crossing Bogota.Late afternoon birding agai El Venado del Oro. Overnight at the MarriatigBta.

February 17 —Morning spent at Chingaza NP, but by mid-day thegis a steady rain. By 3pm departed for the
airport to check in for our 5:30pm flight to PeeeiDeparted Bogota in heavy rains and arrivedrae tn
Pereira where we met Daniel, and then drove to Qt@irhour). Overnight at Otun-Quimbaya lodge.

February 18 -Morning spent birding the trails and road at Otunr@baya. After lunch drove to Pereira to visit
the botanical gardens at the University, and by-afidrnoon visited Cameguadua Marsh near Chinchina.
Dinner in Manizales and overnight at Recinto deid2eniento Hotel.



February 19 -Morning spent at Los NevadosNational Park (NevatlRdé&z). After lunch at El Arbolito, drove
back to hummingbird feeders at Recinto del Pensamiae Manizales. By 5PM left Manizales for Rio B&.
Over night at main lodge at Rio Blanco.

February 20 —Morning spentbirding the upper trails at Rio Blartarly afternoon
photographinghummingbirds around the main lodgée Bfternoon drove down to lower gate house and at
dusk birded for Nightjars along access road toBtamco. Over night at main lodge at Rio Blanco.

February 21 —Daniel and | returned to Los Nevados for the ddyilevBob birded the trails at Rio Blanco with
Albeiro. Over night at main lodge at Rio Blanco.

February 22 —Departed Rio Blanco by 10AM for five hour drive@&rro Montezuma. Because of delays due
to road closures, didn't arrive until 5PM. Overnigi Finca Montezuma.

February 23 —Morning was spent birding the upper slopes of Chtomtezuma. As drizzle and rains set in,
we slowly worked back down the mountain arrivingloat the lodge around 4PM.Late afternoon spent
photographing birds at the banana feeders. Ovdraigfinca Montezuma.

February 24 —We had planned to spend a second full day at Géortezuma, but because a planned national
strike by coffee growers which would likely blodketroad fromPueblo Rico to Apia, we decided to éeatile

we still could. Bob and Daniel spent the early nimgralong the road on the lower slopes, while Itpgether a
video at a multi-flash setup. After lunch we depdrtor Cali with stops at Apia and several wetlaodghe

west side of the Cauca Valley. We arrived at “Kihd®ng the Cali-Buenaventura highway by 9PM.
Overnight at FincaAlejandria

February 25 —Early morning birding along the road adjacent® lbdge. Rest of the day spent photographing
tanagers and hummingbirds at the feeders arouniddige. Overnight at FincaAlejandria.

February 26 —Bob and Daniel spent the morning birding along beoside road, while | stayed behind at the
feeders around the lodge. Departed after lunchvesiigd nearby restaurant Asadero La Cabafa, where
spent the afternoon photographing hummingbirds6BW drove back to Cali where we took taxis to aitbor
our 9:15PM flight from Cali to Barranquilla. Oveghit at Estellar Hotel in downtown Barranquilla.

February 27 —Early morning spent birding at Salamanca NP. Latenng drove to Santa Marta and on to
Minca. Lunch at La Casona restaurant watching therhingbirds at balcony feeders. Mid-afternoon spent
birding around small tienda and private coffee f@tian (~1 hour above Minca). Arrived at the lodge b
5:30PM.Overnight at Pro Aves El Dorado lodge.

February 28 —Morning spent birding the area near the radio tsve¢op Cerro Kennedy. Early afternoon
photographing birds at feeders around the lodge.&iernoon birding around the San Lorenzo resesiation.
Overnight at Pro Aves EIl Dorado lodge.

March 1 — Early morning spent birding the area from El Doréaftge down to the tienda.Late morning set-up
to take multi-flash photos of hummingbirds aroune tienda. Afternoon spent around the lodge becaiuse
steady rain showers. After dinner went lookingdaids and frogs. Overnight at Pro Aves El Doradayied

March 2 —Morning spent road-side birding the area from teeda down to Minca.Lunch at La Casona. Early
afternoon had heavy rain showers, continued dragk bo Santa Marta. Late afternoon birding in dmeét at
Mamankana Reserve.Overnight at Estellar Santa NBségh Resort.

March 3 — Early morning birding near Santa Marta and theBaamanca NP. By 8AM departed for
Barranquilla airport for 11AM flight to Miami.



DAILY ACTIVITY REPORTS (Note:Birds inbold are Colombian endemics or near-endemics)

Transit between the lodges was often accompaniehbgheduled road side birding stops which arevays
included in the following reports.

February 15

After an overnight flight from San Francisco witlt@nection in Miami for Bob, and a direct 6 holight

from Toronto for myself, on time arrivals in Bogdtaithin 1 hour of each other) by both Air Canaada a
American Airlines allowed for some late afternoardimg with our guide Oscar Laverde at El Venadb@m
(4° 35' 53"N, 74° 3' 43"W, 2760m). The site, whistabout 30 minutes from the airport, is on theate
grounds of the Botanical Institute, had native #oing fuschia's and brugmansia where Oscar hadtigszen
Blue-throated Starfrontlets. With some patience, a single female was seeretigeding at the fuschia bushes
which also attracted several Tyrian Metaltails,rads Thrush, and a White-sided Flowerpiercer. Gtaded
Trainbearers were seen feeding high up in a flavggpittosporum tree. A migratory Blackburnian Warblvas
heard and seen in a nearby eucalyptus tree, whileuae Wren was very vocal in the underbrush. Asstin
set, we headed back to the Marriot Bogota for alglight dinner and a good night's sleep.

February 16

After an early 5:30AM departure to avoid morninghithour traffic, we arrived at Laguna de Pedro Bglo
6:30AM. Skies were partly cloudy and the tempematuas around 45F. The oak forests are the prefaaiexd
for theBlack Inca, which we saw but failed to photograph well at Ragia on our trip last year. Driving thru
the forest we found a curve (4° 41' 8"N, 74° 22\B22060m) with an abundance of bomaria and geaneri
flowers where we soon saw several hummingbirdsiegasach other high up in the trees. Periodicdléyt
would come to the flowers to feed, and with somigepae managed to track a couple to their prefeperdhes
just inside the forest edge where we finally gatedbent photos of this elusive endemic specieseOtlotable
species seen here included Ash-browed Spinetdibareaked Xenops. By 9AM we were ready to move on,
but before leaving decided to try for the endeficquoise Dacnis.At an overlook (4° 41' 18"N, 74° 23' 1"W,
2010m) we were lucky enough to see a pair flyinigveen some distant trees. Several Crimson-rumped
Toucanets also flew into a nearby fruiting tree.

Our next stop was Chicaque which is a private NaReserve about 20-30 minutes from Laguna de Pedro
Palo. At the restaurant we stopped for an exceliatbreakfast (egg omelettes, fresh mango jai@gnas and
coffee). Three hummingbird feeders have recentgnbmit up beside the restaurant (4° 36' 25"N, 8412"W,
2010m). The dominant species were several maléesnale Glowing Pufflegs which allowed excellerdse-
up photographs. The feeders were also visited laykBpg Violetears, Collared Incas, and a femaleuktain
Velvetbreast. A femal&olden-bellied Starfrontlet appeared twice (which is why we came). After lurtble
original plan had been to drive to San Francisabranisit El Jardin Encantado (the Enchanted Ggrden
However we decided instead to return to El Venagldddo for another attempt at the Blue-throated
Starfrontlet. The drive back across Bogota tookastn®0 minutes because of weekend traffic. Afteting
and watching for almost 2 hours, the Starfronteatar showed. We tried two backup sites - the manivéisity
campus (denied access) and Simon Bolivar Gardémse(tearly). So by 5pm we decided to call it atyea
day. Overnight at the Marriot Bogota where we ha@xcellent steak dinner with a superb Argentinean
malbec.

February 17

After another early 5:15AM start, we drove to LdéZa where we again had arepas and cafe con leche f
breakfast before driving up to Chingaza NP. Theskvere fair/partly cloudy, and we could actuadlg she
paramo hillsides and distant peaks. We stoppdukatedcurity check point to sign-in and paid a $%dydee
for our party of three. We turned right at thetfirgjor road and drove back down for about ten teswAt the
last big curve (4° 44' 12"N, 73° 50' 35"W, 3430mtjbefore the Water Company maintenance statiene t
were numerous melastomas, bomarias, bromeliadssand large pink pasifloras in bloom attractingaaety
of hummingbirds. A mal8lue-throated Starfrontlet was seen three times, but never perched long érfoug
a photo. Other species included numerous Glowirftiggs and Tyrian Metaltails, @opper-bellied Puffleg,a



White-bellied Woodstar, and a male Sword-billed Hoimgbird. By 10:30AM light rains started, so weetti
driving down a side-road in search of toucans thetrains persisted. So we headed back to the hugtmnag
site and had an early lunch (Reuben sandwiches Klamiot) during which time the rains abated. Baated
back down in search of the toucans, while | stayguing for theBlue-throated Starfrontlet which never
showed. When Bob and Oscar returned, a mega-flaskmaoving through which included Pearled
Treerunners(3), White-banded Tyrannulets(5), Bleagped Tyrannulet(2), Rufous-breasted Chat-TyrBnt (
Golden-fronted Redstartg4), Superciliared Hemispingus(1), Scarlet-belhdduntain Tanagers (5), Buff-
breasted Mountain Tanager (1), and Blue-backed kilbi§&). By noon it had become too foggy and mifgty
any photography, so we started our return. Seare¢n-tailed Trainbearers an@eonze-tailed Thornbill
were seen along the road near the security gat8PBywe were back at the Marriot, checked out, gaioll-
bye to Oscar and headed for the airport. Our 5:38gianca flight to Pereira departed Bogota on-tuhespite
the steady heavy rains. The short 30 minute fiiggs uneventful and we were pleased that all luggageed
after which we met Daniel. We opted for a quickm#inat a local fast food outlet, and then drov®ton-
Quimbaya (about 1 hour).

February 18

We awoke to sunny blue skies and by 6AM startedifgy the open area and immediate trails aroundnidie
lodge (4° 43' 43"N, 75° 34' 40"W, 1872m). Wattledi&€auca Guanswere heard and seen in the distant trees.
A Gray-necked Wood-Rail perched for excellent vimmsa stump at close range. A flock of 15-20 Golden
plumed Parakeets flew overhead. Several specwsenis were heard (Whiskered Wren, Gray-breastedd/Noo
Wren and Chestnut-breasted Wren) but could neveeée clearly in the thick underbrush. We soonchtee
unique call of théRed-ruffed Fruit Crowsand quickly encountered a booming lek with birdsilgavisible

along the trail. But by the time we came back witin cameras, they had moved on deeper into thetfd@g

8AM we decided to bird the road about 1 km beydralodge in search of tanagers. We missed omtht-
colored Tanager, but did see Flame-rumped Tanagers, Blue-neckeadders, Blue-gray Tanagers, Golden-
faced Tanagers, Green Jay, Black-winged Saltattoatane Foliage-Gleaner, Strong-billed Woodcreepe
Bar-crested Antshrike, an Emerald Toucanet, Acorn and Golden-olive Waeo#prs, more Fruit-Crows,
several Bronzy Incas, a White-necked Jacobin andla Booted Racket-tail feeding at roadside flowArs
Moustached Antpitta was heard but never showed itself. However, thhlight for the morning was hearing
and then with some patience finally seeirfgtiles Tapaculojust below the road beside a small stream. After a
very productive morning it was time for lunch. Syeeented and Wedge-billed Hummingbirds were seen
feeding in the flower beds near the dining area.

We drove back to the botanical gardens at the Usityeof Pereira. Amongst the feeders and flowees saw
Rufous-tailed Hummingbirds, White-necked Jacolb8tegly-vented Hummingbirds and Black-throated
Mangos. However, activity was slow because of thte $unny conditions, so we decided to drive on to
Camegaudua Marsh (4° 59' 38"N, 73° 37' 2"W, 134dear Chinchina. En-route we saw numerous Bare-faced
Ibis, Black and Turkey Vultures, and Crested Caras. The marsh which is owned and protected blptiad
water/power company has a large reservoir withcaajawetlands and secondary forest. The first sepvas

to find a Common Nighthawk roosting on a low overtiag branch allowing for excellent close-up photds
large mixed flock around a mud-flat in the resennocluded Blue-winged Teal (over 150), CinnamomliTe
(10), Black-necked Stilt (20), Snowy Egret (10), émean Coot (10), Common Gallinule, Spotted Sanelpip
and Southern Lapwing. Several Great Egrets, Strianel Cocoi Herons were seen along the reedy edgls
marsh, as were Pied Water-tyrant, Pied-billed Geetibtwo Least Grebes with young chicks. The drgdb
areas held Slaty and Pale-breasted Spinetails, @onTfiody-Flycatcher, Rusty-margined Flycatcher, Grea
Kiskadee, Black Phoebe, Cattle Tyrant, Yellow-leellElaenia, Smooth-billed Anis and Spectacled Batso
Although it took over an hour, the highlight hado® finding an elusivE&rayish Piculetand then seeing a flock
of about ten Blue-headed Parrots feeding in theia¢eees near the main entrance. We had planng@dydor
about an hour, but the birding activity was so gtiwt we stayed over 3 hours. Finally by 18:30asuwime to
leave, and we drove about 30 minutes to Manizatexevwe had dinner at Il Forno (one of Daniel ©ftaite
local Italian restaurants). It was after 9:30PM wiaee finally arrived at the Recinto del Pensamidtibbel

which was unfortunate given the lovely hotel settamd accommodations.



February 19

After an early 5:15AM start, we reached the topas Nevados del Ruiz by 6:30AM. We had an appagisin
breakfast at El Arbolito before continuing on toimgate at Las Brisas (4° 56' 1"N, 75° 21' 1"W, @&1Q. This
time we were in luck — cloudy but no wind. A m&learded Helmetcrestfinally showed and we soon got
excellent perched views/photos and videos of difeggon insects in thieailgones (Espeletia) flowers. While
waiting for the Helmetcrest, we also saw AndearSHinetail, White-chinned Thistletail, Brown-backétat-
Tyrant and a Tawny Antpitta. But by 9AM fog and Inigginds rolled in, so we departed. Daniel soonteplod
bank-side nest hole about five feet above the umalr the grassy overhang which was guarded by afpa
Stout-billed Cinclodes. As we stopped the car, ahdt flew to nearby bush where it began calling an
displaying. We continued down the old Los NevadasiMales road towards the abandoned Termales (d6tel
58' 13"N, 75° 22' 45"W, 3520m). Here again we savesal femaldlack-thighed Pufflegsbut failed to find
the male for which we were searching. In the neatisndoned garden area we saw several female Rainbo
bearded Thornbills, a male Great Sapphire-wingphklen-breasted Puffleg several Black and Glossy
Flowerpiercers, Pale-naped Brush-Finch @udden-fronted Redstarts Unlike last summer, there were no
Shining Sunbeams. Unfortunately by 11:30AM, we waggain surrounded by fog and mist, so decided teemo
on. We drove back up to El Arbolito for a delicidusut lunch. Afterwards we encountered a 30 mimigtay
due to a temporary road closure for ongoing canstin along the main highway, and finally got baakhe
hummingbird feeders at Recinto del Pensamientdd5°R, 75° 26'44"W, 2192m) by 3:30PM. Although we
saw the same species as last year — Green Vigl&earkling Violetear, Long-tailed Sylph, Bronzycé Buff-
tailed Coronet, Fawn-breasted Brilliant, Andean ¥Wektern Emeralds, Rufous-tailed and Steely-vented
Hummingbirds, there were far fewer birds and overetivity was very slow (likely due to the recesmtry dry
conditions). After getting photos of some specsipecies, we left Manizales by 5 PM for the mairgodt Rio
Blanco. En-route we stopped to photograph a maldegheheaded Quetzal perched beside the road orssymo
branch (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yDzw629dXJM. Once again dinner (chicken and rice) was
excellent.

Sunrise at Los Nevados del Ruiz Lagdas Ranger Station

February 20

Unlike last year, we wanted to make sure we hdeast a full day to explore Rio Blanco. Weatherditons
were favourable — mostly partly cloudy or overaagh no rain. From 6:30AM — 7:30AM we birded and
photographed around the lodge. Then by 8AM we hetagedo the antpitta feeding sites with Albeiro (
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=twMGCDHPIKU ). We saw and photographed Bwn-banded, Chestnut-
naped, Chestnut-crowned and Slate-crowned Antplttakke last year, the Green-and-Black Fruiteats
Undulated Antpitta were absent. For the rest ointleening we explored the upper trails where we antered
several large flocks. Notable species seen incléddettan Motmot, Emerald Toucanet, Pearled Treeminne




Long-tailed Antbird, Blackish Tapaculo, Golden-fdceyrannulet, Black-eared Hemispingus, Gray-hooded
Bush-Tanager, Buff-breasted Mountain Tanager, aadynmore. Several migrant Blackburnian and Canada
Warblers were also seen. After lunch we spent pleaaf hours testing some new photographic equipraea
multi-flash hummingbird setup on the upper balcahthe main lodge. The aggressive Buff-tailed Cetsn
(many of whom were molting) kept other species aftay the feeders. A male Long-tailed Sylph and &lwo
billed Hummingbird perched and fed among the plawérs on the passiflora vines. The other flowarthe
garden attracted Tourmaline Sunangel, Collared, IGcaen Violetear, Speckled Hummingbird and Tyrian
Metaltail. By late afternoon we drove down to tbevér gate house. The abutilon flowers along theden
attracted Bronzy Inca, Wedge-billed Hummingbirdhit&-bellied Woodstar and Speckled Hummingbird. Our
main objective had been to find a male Green-frhtncebill which Albeiro had observed hawking for
insects over a fallen tree at the base of the sttaafl. Although we saw the bird, it was too dark for
photography. We decided to drive further down thedrto a curve frequented by nightjars. About 30utas
after sunset, we finally saw and photographed afernyre-tailed Nightjar perched on a cliff-sidersip. A
male with its resplendent long tail feathers flepseveral times, but never landed. On the drivek log to the
lodge we tried our luck with some owls - heard bRtlfous-banded Owl and White-throated Screech-Owil.
Once again, Rio Blanco lived up to its reputatisroae of Colombia’s top birding sites.

February 21

This day had originally been planned as a backydata’bad weather”. Bob decided to bird the uppails
with Albeiro, while | headed back up to Los Nevadoth Daniel. Our main objective was to photograph
femaleBearded Helmetcrestwhich we had yet to see. Once we got above therltéayer of clouds, we found
clear skies with no wind at sunrise. We had no lafckur first stop (the patch of Senecio yellowérs behind
the old café), and soon drove on to the main gata®Brisas. Although we got some more great phota
maleBearded Helmetcrestshowing its iridescent gorget, still no femalesosthe winds picked up bringing
more clouds and fog, so again we headed back dosvaltl Los Nevados-Manizales road. At the firstdigve
where the road descends, our luck changed wheouwvelfseveral female Helmetcrests and soon hadngotte
some good photos. We continued further down thé,roat failed to find any Mountain Avocetbill. Wadhto
stop at the abandoned garden below the Termaled betause of road repairs, where we did finallpage to
get photos of a male Rainbow-Bearded Thornbill amdaleBlack-thighed Puffleg. While there, we saw a
large flock and managed to get good close-up phaft8$ue-backed Conebill, Pearled Tree-runner anttlén-
crowned Tanager. By late morning, the fog and engstin made photography impossible, so we headddupac
to El Arbolito for lunch (trout and plantain fried) is easy to see why the small diner is a faedtinch stop for
local farm hands and truck drivers. After anothelagt due to road closures, we arrived back at Ran@& by
about 4PM. Plans to photograph the Green-frontedt&lill at the lower dam were interrupted by 20-30
minutes of heavy rain, after which it again becdowedark.

Bob and Albeiro had mostly overcast conditions, bad to return to the lodge by 10:30AM due to heairy
which lasted for over an hour. The highlight ofithreorning was watching and photographing a Flanataa
Treehunter bringing leaves and building a neshinld motmot hole. Other new species included Cadppe
Conebill, Broad-winged and White-rumped Hawks, Rtsssowned Warbler, Pale-edged Flycatcher, Black-
billed Peppershrike, Blue-and-Black Tanager, an/Bspangled Tanager. After dinner, Daniel founBaand-
winged Nightjar near the main lodge which gave BtEmty of good photos.

February 22

After an early 6AM breakfast, Bob, Daniel and Aloeiirove to the upper trails near the workstatRinding
was again good and notable new species includeecdisined Tapaculo (heard), Yellow-bellied Chat Thira
Green-and-Black Fruiteater, Sickle-winged GuanwBraapped Vireo (heard), Summer Tanager, Black-
crested Warbler and Andean Siskin. | stayed beairide main lodge hoping to photograph a Purpldwxhc
Thornbill which we’d seen feeding at a nearby floweg bush. Unfortunately, several Buff-tailed Coetsnhad



built nests in the bush, and immediately droveTthernbill away before it could feed or perch foiopds. By
10AM it was time to leave Rio Blanco for Cerro Mentima.

This was one of the longest drives for the trip. MfeManizales, drove to Pereira where we hadaatstnch
break, and then at about the half-way point to &griwe turned west towards La Virginia where wessed
the Cauca River. From there it was about 30 mintatégpia, where we encountered an unexpected 30tmin
delay due to a temporary road closure and finadlytg Pueblo Rico by about 3PM. Daniel had prerayea for
us to transfer to heavy-duty 4x4 taxis for the lfib@km stretch of rough road to the lodge which &ibk us
over an hour. We spent the last hour of day-lightirsg up some new perches at the banana feedaets, a
photographing the Blackish Rails with their chiekeund the pond. Due to another group over-stayod,
and | had to share accommodations.

Finca Montezuma Oupgp at Cerro Montezuma

February 23

Breakfast was at 5AM, and then it took almost twars to drive up to the top of Cerro Montezuma (&)

We were joined by Leopoldina’s youngest daughtesenia, who is interested in biology and is becgram
expert birder. The road was extremely rough andtwadreacherous curves over and around prior latets
When we reached the top, it was still partly clousty we set out to find the higher elevation endsrand
Choco specialty birds. Near the very top we found managed to photograph an elusive RufousSpinésil
we started walking down the road, we found sev@hastnut-Bellied Flowerpiercers Blueish Flowerpiercer,
Grass-green Tanagdturplish-mantled Tanager, Olive Finch and many more. Slightly lower, a pafimating
Munchique Wood-Wrens called to one another from their perches allowbagpiel to record their
mesmerizing song. Unfortunately, by 11AM the misd a@rizzle started which soon became a persigtgrtt |
rain. We stopped near Los Cajones (5° 14' 50"N6782"W, 2015m) for a hot lunch which had beeruigia

up to us by horse back from the main lodge. Whiteng in the car, &old-ringed Tanagerlanded about 8
feet away to feed on a fruited Heliconia. We haérbgearching in vain all morning for the bird. Bswso intent
on feeding in the light rain, it hardly noticed whee stepped out to take close-up photos. What iagpazck!
We slowly descended the rest of the way back tadthge. As the rain increased, birding became haiidere
were also very few hummingbirds (likely becauséeswo flowering plants). We had better hopes for tomow.

By 4PM we arrived back at the lodge and the rachtaned to a light mist, so we started photograglihe
numerous birds coming to the banana feeders — FHtamped Tanagers (lemon variety), Crimson-backed
Tanagers, Blue-gray Tanagers, Blue-winged Mountaimagers and Red-headed Barbets. White-tailedt&tils
andEmpress Brilliants were the dominant species coming to the hummidgbeders around the dining area.
Rarer visits were made by Collared Incds|vet-purple Coronets, Dusky Bush-TanagerandViolet-tailed
Sylphs While we were photographing, we could hear cargtirgiggling and laughter coming from the kitchen.
After a superb dinner of steak and chicken pairgl s stellar Argentinian malbec, we found out whgday
was my birthday and tomorrow was Daniel's. Someltuskitchen had found out, so they sent someonle bac
to Pueblo Rico on a motorbike to bring back a lerbiotnday cake (which explained some of the missing
corners), and the girls had made a ‘balloon bindthie shape of a tanager for Daniel, then theeefamily sang



Happy Birthday in Spanish. The photos are somewteféacebook — a birthday Daniel and | will long
remember. Our merriment was however soon cut sttoeh Daniel informed us that he had just heard ghou
nation-wide strike in Colombia by the coffee grosvand workers set for February 25%28s road blockades
were planned throughout Colombia, and there is ong/road from Pueblo Rico to Apia to La Virginmdugh
a key coffee-growing region, we decided to leadgawyearly before the strike. This turned out talveise
decision as the road did get blocked and the slkasted over a week.

February 24

It had rained on and off over night. Breakfast wgS:30AM to allow Bob and Daniel to leave for tbever
trails on Cerro Montezuma. | stayed behind at diugé to photograph the hummingbirds at a multikflsetup,
and create a short video on the technique. Bet8adh— 10:30AM several torrential thunderstorms gaks
over the lodge. But surprisingly, higher up the main, Bob and Daniel only had light rains. Notaisv
species seen and photographed included a stellawdaidotted Treerunner, Bronze-olive Pygmy-Tyrant,
Uniform Antshrike, Tawny-bellied Hermit and Orndilycatcher. The endeméilto PisonesTapaculovas
clearly heard and recorded. Because of the heany aad possible landslides, we departed shortty afnch.
The road was even more difficult because of thermad, and a couple of uphill sections were almost
impassable. Fortunately there had been no landsdidd we made it out safely. We changed vehiclamag
Pueblo Rico and drove on to Apia. Nearby we stogpedbout 30 minutes in a coffee plantation (557'N,
75° 57' 7"W, 1461m) but failed to find any TurgusBacnis. We did however see Squirrel Cuckoo, Red-
crowned Woodpecker, Lineated WoodpeckBar-crested Antshrike, Rufous-tailed Hummingbird, Steely-
vented Hummingbird, Red-headed Barbet and Goldeedfd yrannulet. We then continued on along the west
side of the Cauca valley and stopped at two wettdtied near Cartago. Here there were numerouslshise-
Black-bellied Whistling Ducks, Blue-winged Tealsn@amon Teals, Neotropical Cormorants, Snowy and
Great Egrets, Cocoi Herons, Bare-faced Ibis, Sentbhapwing, Black-necked Stilts, Spotted and Spjita
Sandpipers, Greater and Lesser Yellowlegs, Walidednas, and many more. We arrived in Cali by 8RM,
decided to continue on and arrived at Km18 by 9P\ ne we had dinner (mixed BBQ meats) at roadsitle gr
The area was packed with hundreds of teenageres finea Sunday night music concert. We eventuaidoaur
way to FincaAlejandria and quickly fell asleep afiar long drive.

February 25

Km 18 is a well-known birding site along the maighway from Cali to Buenaventura. Finca Alejand@&32'
21"N, 76° 36' 21"W, 1984m) is a private small4wdge along the side-road at the 18KM cut-off, raped by
an elderly couple from Argentina (Raul Nieto and Wwife Elsa). Initially they hosted guests in twedbooms
on their upper floor, but are now renovating a 8rbem villa just above their main building whichwhere we
stayed. Although still unfinished, the rooms wgragous, complete with a kitchen and living roomhai we
awoke before breakfast, we were surprised at tiuks bve saw off the main balcony and along the rdad.
weather was warm (in the 70’s), dry and partly sutervarying overcast. Highland Tinamou, Andeanit8oe,
Bright-rumped Attila andNarifio Tapaculo were heard in the forest just above our villa. Trees were busy
with feeding flocks which included Metallic-Greeafagers and various winter migrants (Black-and-&/hit
Warbler, Blackburnian Warbler, Canada Warbler, TeapParula, Summer Tanager), White-naped Brush-
Finch, Slate-throated Redstart and Streaked Saltafter a very tasty breakfast (eggs, sausagepaarand
coffee) which was served at 8:30AM, we spent mbst® day photographing at the banana feedersdatey
Golden Tanagers, Saffron-crowned Tanagers, Goldped Tanagers, Blue-winged Mountain-Tanagers, Blue-
gray Tanagers, Flame-rumped Tanagers (crimsontygriglack-capped Tanagers, Green Honeycreepers and
Red-headed Barbets. Lunch was a tasty mixed galigages and chicken served with pasta and potatus
supper was marinated BBQ steak. Although the tasagehe feeders lived up to our expectationshipgest
surprise was that a Green-fronted Lancebill hatt Bunest under the roof rafters. Unfortunatelydis too dark
for photographs and we did not want to disturbrtésting bird. After dinner, we found two Mottled Gw
which sang to each other and flew over our heaftsd@erching in nearby trees. Finca Alejandria¢drout
to be a great surprise and the most under-rateesipur trip.

February 26
We awoke to thick fog and mist which made birdimffjcult until mid-morning. After breakfast, Bob dn



Daniel birded the road towards the towers. | stayadund at the lodge for more perched photos of the
hummingbirds and tanagershftps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u1z031tgh4Y ) With some time and patience,
the female Green-fronted Lancebill flew off fronethest and perched on a nearby bush where it beuld
photographed. A Tawny-bellied Hermit would comerg\&0-40 minutes to feed briefly on the helicorirashe
gardens, where it was eventually video-taped atchtginger flower. Other hummingbirds at the fesdad in
the gardens included Green Hermits, White-neckedhlas, Brown Violetears, Long-tailed awlet-tailed
Sylphs, Speckled Hummingbirds, Buff-tailed Coronets, Feweasted Brilliants, Booted Racket-tails, Bronzy
Incas,Purple-throated Woodstars and Andean Emeralds. A guide for a large birdjrgup from Mapalina
Tours which was visiting that morning heard andhtballed in a Crested Quetzal, which perched @mwa |
branch for amazing photos and a videatbs://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ae8cF2d6yoY ) . Bob and Daniel had

very good results along the road — they saw seweisadd flocks which included a singMulti-colored
Tanager high up in a tree, Yellow-vented Woodpecker, Grard-Black Fruiteater, Golden-crowned
Flycatcher, a group of six Blue-winged Mountain &gers which attacked another unidentified bird, and
listening to an incredible 5 minute song by a hid@hestnut-breasted Wood-Wren just three feet awthe
underbrush.

Finca Alejandria BalgoReeders at La Cabafia

After lunch, we packed and departed in search efroare hummingbird — the locally scaikie-headed
Sapphire. Raul has only seen it a few times at FincaAlejamdome previous reports had suggested it
sometimes visited feeders at the nearby restateaBinbajada de Ginebra, but when we arrived there,
hummingbirds were at the feeders which appearéadve been poorly maintained. The owners of a second
restaurant suggested visiting Asadero La Cabai®®'(35"N, 76° 37' 10"W, 1930m) a few hundred meters
further down the road. On the narrow upper flodctway, there were flowers and four feeders attract
variety of hummingbirds. Within minutes, we spottedazzling mal&lue-headed Sapphirgerched on a
twig in a nearby tree, which then also periodicaliyne in to the feeders. The hummingbirds were aetiye —
we saw a total of 12 species including one more s@@cies for the trip — a male Long-billed StarétrovVe
ended up spending a couple of hours taking phopbgraenjoyed some ice-cold beers and delicioustaeps,
and then it was time to depart. We said good-by@aoiel, thanked him for another amazing trip, hedded
to Cali airport in two separate taxis - - due tefise plate restrictions Daniel was prohibited fdyiing in

Cali that day, and no single taxi was large endoghiccommodate all of our luggage. Our 9:15PM Avéan
flight was on time, and we arrived in Barranquidla11PM where we were met by Wally Naranjo, who ladou
be our guide for the next 3 days. Overnight atEbtellar Hotel in downtown area of Baranquilla.

February 27
We awoke early (5AM) and drove to Salamanca NP.értey fee was 75,000COP for the three of us. We
arrived just after dawn, and soon found a male mmci8apphire-bellied Hummingbird. There is considerable



debate whether the bird is a separate speciebybral/phase of the Sapphire-throated Hummingbingctvis
also found in the mangrove swamps (we saw a femalally is convinced it is a separate species baseal
decade of observations and voice recordings helttasned. Recently, specimens have been sent fé« DN
testing. From what we saw and our photographsetisedefinite sapphire coloration on the belly vihiee did
not see on the Sapphire-throated Hummingbirds mafPa. The weather was warm and sunny, and thehpark
well-laid out trails thru the dry forest and manggsections. A Russet-throated Puffbird was seechpd near
the Visitors Centre, four Bicolored Conebills ahdee Yellow-chinned Spinetails were found neamtiaén
overlook. Other birds included Wattled Jacana, @doBandpiper, Cocoi Heron, Whimbrel, Ringed anginiy
Kingfishers, several species of flycatchers, angrating Prothonotary and northern Yellow Warbl&ve
missed seeing théhestnut Piculet After a couple of hours of birding, we drove ab8d minutes to La
Cienaga where we stopped at a road-side grillfepas (stuffed with scrambled eggs) and coffee. The
swamps/mud flats along the highway had numerousvgiand Great Egrets, Bare-faced Ibises, Osprey,
Herons, Pelicans, ducks (Blue-winged Teal) andrath®ller shore birds for which we did not stop. iVade

a quick stop in Santa Marta to exchange $US int® @@d for Wally to pick up some equipment he’d
forgotten, before heading up to Minca. En-routesa® Blue-capped and White-lined Tanagers and a-Long
tailed Antbird (which may be split off &anta Marta Antbird ). We stopped near a private garden hoping to
attract some hummingbirds with tape playback obah but were surprised to hear and then see a real
Ferruginous Pygmy-Owl in a nearby tree.

We reached Minca by noon where we stopped for lant¢he La Casona restaurant (11° 8' 37"N, 74°W¥/,8
644m). Because of the full sun and very hot tentpega (in mid-90’s), birding had slowed. Over icedd

beers and excellent grilled sandwiches, we watshedpecies of hummingbirds coming to the feedeyarad

the balcony — White-vented Plumeleteers, Pale-brdddermits, Rufous-breasted Hermits, Rufous-tailed
Hummingbirds, Steely-vented Hummingbirds and Whieked Jacobins. After a one hour drive, we reached
the small tienda (11° 5' 10"N, 74° 5' 21"W, 163Myg)3PM. Amongst the orange-marmalade flowers we saw
mostly Green Violetears and Violet-crowned Woodniisy@nd a single fema@oppery Emerald. A Long-
billed Hermit visited some heliconias in the gard&fier an hour we still hadn’t seen the Blossomarar
Woodstar, so decided to move on. We stopped brégféyprivate coffee finca - Alfredo’s house (1156"N,

74° 4' 44"W, 1640m), where we again saw male anchfeCoppery Emeralds but no Blossomcrowns. There
were about a dozen noisy Crested Oropendolas flgiagd out of eight nests hanging from a tall teghe
hillside. After an excellent cup of Alfredo’s orgamoffee, we drove on and arrived at El Dorada®¢ 1’ 6'
3"N, 74° 4' 21"W, 1950m) by 5:30PM. As we were dtirg in, someone reported that fdsiack-fronted
Wood-quails were feeding at the compost heap. As this has édéml that has eluded Bob for many years, he
rushed off for his camera and was very pleased Wedmally got some pictures. Once in our roomd after
having enjoyed an outstanding dinner — it was ohlday the lodge is considered by many the flagsbip f
ProAvesin Colombia.

Entrance Sign El Dorado Lodge



February 28

After a quick 15 minute breakfast, we departeddlge at 4:30AM for the drive up Cerro Kennedy °(61
39"N, 74° 2' 32"W, 2640m). Driving in the dark ovhe extremely rough road, it took almost two hdors
reach the upper-most accessible sections. We witlieeldst several hundred meters to just beneathritenna
station. The weather was overcast with temperatartgee 60’s, and the intermittent fog/mist made
photography difficult. However birding was good vitumerous new specidgusty-headed Spinetalil,
Streak-capped Spinetail, Santa Marta Parakeets, Sém Marta or Black-cheeked Mountain Tanager,
Santa Marta Brush-finch, Santa Marta Warbler andSanta Marta Anpitta (heard). Several large flocks of
Scaly-napped Parrots and Scarlet-fronted Paraleat®verhead. Other notable birds includésllow-
fronted Redstart andBrown-rumpedTapaculo (heard). By 10-10:30AM the weather cleared, nillt birding
became quite quiet. So by 11AM we started back dimmards the lodge with several stops enrouteabain
few birds. After a 1PM lunch, it remained overoagh temperatures in the mid-70’s. We birded and
photographed at the feeders around the lodge. dimeneint species were Green Violetears and Tyrian
Metaltails (the Santa Marta subspecies with arisitie bluish tail). Less frequent visitors wersiagle Brown
Violetear, a male Lazuline Sabrewing, an immatuatderBlack-backed Thornbill, and a mal&Vhite-tailed
Starfrontlet. Around mid-afternoon, Wally and Bob decided tivelback up the road and bird the trails
around the San Lorenzo research station about ileS above the lodge. Notable birds seen inclubeskt
Emerald Toucanets (Santa Marta subspecies withtbioat and small yellow mark on upper mandible),
severaWhite-lored Warblers, a Gartered Trogon, a small flock (6) of Goldendsted Fruiteaters, a
Mountain Elaenia, two Golden-bellied Grosbeaks,@iMain Velvetbreast feeding at some flowers, and a
Lined Quail-Dove briefly along the road before itickly darted into the forest. Once again, 8anta Marta
Antpitta came-in close, but was only heard. By 5-5:30PM #recountered rain and returned to the lodge.

March 1

The plan for this morning had been to bird the a®an from the lodge to the tienda. We made sestopls
enroute. A large flock of over 40 Red-billed Pasrtdéw over several times. A Crimson-crested Woaclpe
was heard high up a tree, but could never be gilsagn. Two more Golden-breasted Fruiteaters veme is a
small flock, and a Bright-rumped Attila was seeanhg. An Emerald Toucanet was seen with a yellow li
down the full length of the crest on its upper niblal characteristic of a lower altitude subspec@spared to
the birds seen yesterday. By 8AM we had arriveléladd Alto (11° 5' 48"N, 74° 4' 33"W, 1690m). The
extensive gardens with numerous Green Violete& foaated just above Alfredo’s finca. We watcheddeer
an hour, but never saw our target birds — Blossomerand Santa Marta Woodstar. A pair of Keel-billed
Toucans called to each other in a distant treem@'eed on to Alfredo’s finca where a fem&@eppery
Emerald showed well for close-up photographsSAnta Marta Foliage-Gleanerappeared along the entry
trail in response to tape playback. After anoth@e#ient cup of coffee and having purchased sorasteadl
beans to bring home, we moved on to the tiendas&ttep to take multi-flash photos of the Long-hille
Hermit, Green Violetears and Violet-crowned Woodpys But again — no luck with the Blossomcrown eAft
a couple of hours we returned to the lodge for 1ex¢h. By early afternoon it had become very cloadg
soon drizzle started which quickly turned to stegslkdgwers. Our bad luck — this was the first reel e the
lodge in the 3 months since December. So we dectalade the afternoon to catch up on emails angblooto-
editing. After dinner, we went out looking for freganoles and tarantulas. We heaBhata Marta Screech-
Owl very near the lodge, but it refused to show itself.

March 2

Breakfast was at 6:30AM, after which it was timddave. In overcast, foggy conditions we slowlyded our
way down to Palo Alto again. The large flock (6@#Red-billed Parrots flew overhead several tinassdid a
Collared Forest Falcon. A mixed flock contained Beaded Tanagers, Crimson-backed Tanagers, Blye-gra
Tanagers, Swallow Tanagers, and several flycatdlesvsby. Nearby we saw two Scaled Piculets. Adrgé
bend in the road we heard Barred Antshrike &adta Marta Tapaculo. At another bend we heard and finally
got clear views of a Golden-winged Sparrow. We géapfor 45 minutes at Palo Alto — again no luckwatir
target hummingbirds, but we did see Pale-breastedsh, Black-hooded Thrus8anta Marta Brush-Finch,
and White-lined Tanager. The battery on Wally’'s dwayLandcruiser had been failing, so we switchddoles

at Alfredo’s house for the remainder of the ridevddhe mountain. At the tienda we finally found thale



Blossomcrownamongst a patch of orange marmalade flowers. tinfately the patch was being guarded by
an aggressive Green Violetear which would almastaintly chase away tiedossomcrown At a curve further
down the road a Rufous-and-White Wren was singmglly. We also briefly saw a mystery hummingbird
which Wally has seen here several times — very,ddnkost black, and quite large, with a long stiaigll.
Perhaps it is a hybrid or male melaniSanta Marta Sabrewing We stopped for lunch at La Casona where a
Whooping Motmot showed well along with the samge sgiecies of hummingbirds seen three days eafiger.
we were leaving, it started to rain. We would dri¥e20 minutes, thought it was clearing, and thenrain
would catch up to us yet again forcing us to moweard. By 3PM we had reached Santa Marta, and Wally
suggested driving westward into the dry forestse fidins stopped and we birded a private reserVedcal
Mamankana which is being developed into an ecorrélsot no houses have yet been built). The alrdesert
like conditions were unlike anywhere we’d visitédong two trails we saw two White-fringed Antwrerss,
Scrub Greenlet, two Pileated Finches, several &ge-Pygmy-Tyrants, and a Mouse-coloured Tyrannulet
Some dry scrub with a few yellow flowers attracée@led-billed Emerald and another mysterious
hummingbird which based on photos was subsequeddstified as a mal€oppery Emerald (unusual
because of a prominent post-ocular white spot &mbalmost at sea level in desert-like scrub)6B we
departed for our nearby hotel — Santa Marta Este#lach resort. The rooms were very spacious antbge
tasty buffet style dinner.

March 3

We had arranged to meet Wally at 6AM for a coupteerhours of birding. To our surprise, Alfredo’s bad
failed overnight, and Wally had asked another fitiemhelp out — our third car in 24 hours. Ourtfgtp was
along Bales Road where we arrived just in timest® @out te€hestnut-winged Chachalacaseaving their
roosting area and fly out into the scrub. Some RsHailed and Steely-vented Hummingbirds were fegd
some nearby flowering guava trees. Several Yelleaded Caracaras flew by overhead. As drove alang th
highway back towards Salamanca NP, we again saveraus Snowy and Great Egrets, Striated and Cocoi
Herons, NeotropicalComorants, and a Roseated Spbdnia farmer’s field we thought we saw two wild
Flamingos, but then noticed they were captive bivesch is illegal in Colombia). At Salamanca, weest an
hour on the trails in search of the piculet, owlyihd threeChestnut Piculetsin the nearby trees when we
returned to the Visitor Centre. We also saw a Pieffbird and a Straight-billed Woodcreeper. Furthleng
the road at a dairy farm we saw two Greater Anisp@rous Great-tailed Grackles, and a single sm@keib
Grackle, but failed to find any Bronzed (Red-ey€dwbirds. Nearby there were two Vermillion Flycatch
and a pair of Lesser Kiskadees building a nestsé¢eired our luggage for the drive thru Barranqaitie
arrived at the airport by 9AM. We thanked Wally #ogreat four days of birding, said good-bye armahth
proceeded thru about eight security check-pointane-hour) to board our 11AM Avianca flight to Mianviet
again, the flight was on time with an uneventfuhaal and clearance thru Customs.

CONCLUDING COMMENTS: Another amazing trip — we saw about 435 specieghich 55 were lifers for
Bob. The 59 species of hummingbirds which we sauted all our “must-see” target species exceptter
Mountain Avocetbill. Our hosts couldn’t have beeeridlier, especially at Finca Montezuma and Finca
Alejandria. The only safety concerns we ever hagkwleving thru some sections of Cali and Barralglate
at night. Accommodations at all the lodges wereentban adequate, and the rooms and facilitieseahtiee
Estellar Hotels we visited were exceptional andmsh we could have stayed there longer. Once abain
food was excellent, and no one got sick. Lastiyway special thanks yet again to Daniel for helpnganize
this custom tour. As more areas of Colombia opetouprding, chances are we’ll return for a thirig t

Location shots from the trip and sites visited barseen at:

http://www.flickr.com/photos/pahyyz/sets/72157633285661/

A You-Tube link to video-clips of 16 species ofmningbirds from the trip can be seen at:

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lyeNI4hAH6A




BIRD PHOTOGRAPHS: Here are some photos of just a few of the species seen on the trip:

Red-ruffed Fruitcrow Crabt@uetzal Crimson-backed Tanager Golden-ringed Tanager

More extensive galleries of bird photos from thp tan be seen at:
http://www.flickr.com/photos/boblewis/sets/72131@94733382/

http://www.flickr.com/photos/pahyyz/sets/72157633823962/

http://www.pahphoto.com/natureunder the Colombia 2013 folder




